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Troops 5a Tizlsko=?isla 


TOPIC Polish 


en a ct et Ne fee near ene treme ceri | 
SVU LUNI Nessa es NO OTANI Lm oe eed | 
DATE OF CONTENT Uctober 1943 to .usust 1990 ee 


DATE OBTAINED Zo! DATE. PREPARED_& December 1°50 | 
rererences_{ 0X a 
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lL. rior to August 1950 the orewar Artillery Barracks in the southorn 
sector of tielsko~Piala (Q 590/X 38) sera ocenaied ty a olish 
yotorized artillery regiment, Soldiers knovm to source roferred to 
it as the 17th arty test and stated thot the revtiment had boon 
transferred from Ovpeln (P 51/J 17) to .izlsxo~/iala in 19h7. 

They alsomid that the regimental commander vas of “ussian descent 
and belonged to the volish -rny only sinee 12N7 or 1948. (1) 


2. ‘nits of from 12) to 150 trooos were seen leavin: for ficld exer= 
cises, 4.ch of three motion victure scr i Se eiven one day 
w28 attended by 250 to 35) nen. 


3. «mong the acquaintances of cource were tolciors from Krakow 

O1/zZ 2h), Danzig (2 SSA¥ 42) and -zeszow (2 51/V¥ 7). Fron thon 
ne learned that sone versonnel of the 1927 class, the entire 1923 
elass, an? some sersomel of the 1909 clacc ver: in service with the 
army in the summer of 12°90. The 1725 sid 1326 classes ver: discharced, 
wen born after 1929 couleé volunteer for active service. Inductions 
vere effected in the gorine and in the voll. Coldicrs said that the 
tern of service with the motorized artillery was 27 months, (2) 


|. From conversations source gained the impression that the solgicrs were 
not enthusiastic about thoir military service. Yhey conolained that 
the Soviets were more and more infiltratin: the “olish oitieer corpcl 
Sone soldiers said that, in e:se of war avainst the wort, they ouvtht 
to "take to tho woods", 


Se About 15 guns of 19) to 129 :xa caliber were obsurved at the irtillery 
Barracks, the ums hai tvo diounutic tires, no :muule Lrake and a 
vertical shield, Thoir orine movers wers trucks of American make. (3) 
vinall arns observed included submachine ‘uns, rifles with lixed 
bayonots and carlines, +he suicaichine ‘uns were of vovict ori-cin and 
had wooden stocks and 7l-round drum magazines. Tne unit wa: pore» 


vorsinantly equivped with sulssachine suas. 
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6 ‘The soldiers wore field caps or round, brownish-grceen service 
caps with a red ribbon, a black vizor and the "olish-eagle onblen 
in front; brownish=green coats with rcod-bordered enaulsts of the 
sane color and red braid at the tips of the collar »natches; a 
kather belt with a luckles; trousers intended to te tucked into 
laced boots, or breeches with wrapped leggings; and overcoats or, 
sonetines, quilted cotton uniforms in ‘rinter. 


7. Training was chiefly conducted in the billeting urca. No guns were 
observed with troops leaving for a road march. In april 1950 a 
largo-seale field exerciso was held near Biclsko-Biala, with the 
artillery regiment varticipating. Unon completion of the exercise 
another artillery unit moved throush Bielsko-Hiala, having ahout 
60 trucks, many of which were towing artillery sicces. 


8. A unit of about 1.00 men, generally referred to as an infantry unit, 
was quartered in an old oernanent barracks installation, located 
about 500 meters east of the artillery Barracks and between the 
railroad line and the road to Zywiee (2 50/X 96). 


9, very spring and fall this unit received recruits who, after six 
months basic traininar, were shioned out for reassignmont. It was 
known in iclsko=fiala that the recruits were coritted to work in 
coal mines upon completion of their basic traininge Some of them 
eae 7 ia mines at Brzeszeze (2 50/X 99) and Czechowice (2 50/ 
X- 68). -¢ 


10, The unit was equipped only with small arms, including machine «uns 
with wooden stock and drum magazine, submachine zuns with metal 
stock and slichtly curved clip managine, an? carbines, 


13, The troons wore browvmish<grcen blouses with telt, trousers intended 
to be tucked into leced boots and, as headgear, most wore the four- 
cornered Yolish Army cap. Wo details on service colors or insignia 
were kucwn, 


12. Prior to .iupust 1950 no Soviet troops were stationed in Fielsko-= 
“jala. My one officer clad in Soviet uniform and accompanied by 
Polish otficers was repeatedly seen in the sumer of 1950. It was 
rumored that a fiveestory building on »~molki Square (formerly Goethe 
hHquare) was to bz vacated by the civilian residents and was to be 
used as a Soviet officers! billot. The eviction of residents had, 
however, not been effected by -ugust 1950. 


Comnents 
(1) sos the 234 Ticht «rty Rect of the Gth Inf Div, which was rex 


peatedly confirmed in “ielsko-Miala.[ 25X1 

(2) fhe data on the classes are correct. They confirm available infor- 
mation on the induction system in Polon!. Tlovever, the sorvice tern 
with the artillery is two yours, the came as that of all other 
branches of service. © ef<nonth sorvice term has only boen introduced 
into the KRY (Corns of Internal seewrity) and the “08 (forter Juard 
Ta Soe Article 2 of the Universal iilitary law of 4 february 
1959. 

(3) Probably the Soviet model 1939 ficlé cannon of 76 ma calibor, which 
is used in light artillery units, The calibor stated was hichly 
overestimated. Yhe model 1933 field howitzer of 122 mi caliber, which - 
might also be concerned, has a clanting shicld. It is orobable, hor 
ever, that one hattalion of the reminent war cauisped with these 
field howitzers, which were not observed by the jinfornant. 

(4) Possitly one of the labor units that have been Irequently observed in 
the industrial area. 
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